
These personal letters—most published here for the first time in English—offer an 
intimate glimpse into the extraordinary intellectual and spiritual journey of Edith 
Stein (later St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross) through her more than 20-year 
correspondence with a fellow philosopher and friend.

Edith Stein (1891–1942) and Roman Ingarden (1893–1970) were both students 
of Edmund Husserl, the father of phenomenology. Stein and Ingarden corresponded 
extensively between 1917 and 1938. The letters reveal a rich professional and personal 
friendship that spanned the adult lives of two important 20th-century thinkers.

While we do not have Ingarden’s letters to Edith Stein, these 162 of hers to him 
offer the reader a fascinating window into her life as a student, philosopher, convert 
from Judaism to Catholicism, Carmelite nun, and eventual martyr of Hitler’s death camps. 

The letters also help us understand Ingarden and his life as a phenomenologist and 
aesthetician in Polish academia—including his intellectual development as he brought 
phenomenology to Poland, his writings, and the editorial assistance Edith Stein provided 
for all the works he published in German.

Translated from the newest critical German edition by Dr. Hugh Candler Hunt, this 
premiere English edition of her correspondence—volume 12 of ICS Publications’ Col-
lected Works of Edith Stein (CWES)—gives us fresh insight into the life and personality 
of this remarkable woman.
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For the first time in English…


